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At the end of March, six months after US troops landed in Haiti to return deposed President Jean
Bertrand Aristide to power, the US handed over control of military operations to the UN. However,
the UN forces will continue to be under the command of a US general. Despite praise for the
success of the operation from both Aristide and US President Bill Clinton, continuing violence in
the Caribbean nation is causing growing concern. In ceremonies on March 31, US Maj. Gen. George
A. Fisher, who headed the multinational force that carried out the Sept. 19 invasion, turned over
military operations to Maj. Gen. Joseph Kinzer. Kinzer will lead the UN Mission in Haiti (UNMIH),
which will include approximately 2,500 US troops. Approximately 37 nations have pledged a total of
6,000 troops, plus an additional 900 police.
The UNMIH will remain in the country until Aristide's successor assumes office in March 1996.
One of the mission's primary tasks will be to provide a secure environment for legislative elections
in June, and then for presidential elections, which are scheduled for the end of 1995. At the March
31 ceremonies, attended by President Aristide, President Bill Clinton, and UN Secretary General
Boutros Boutros Ghali, the secretary general stressed the importance of the coming elections, which,
he said, "will be the first major step toward giving Haiti the kind of real stability that will lead to
economic development and social progress." In a separate ceremony honoring US troops, Clinton
said they had moved Haiti "from a dark night of fear to a new day of freedom." Clinton, the first US
president to visit Haiti since Franklin Roosevelt in 1934, was celebrating what his administration
considers a major foreign policy achievement.
While the Clinton administration continues to praise the Haitian president, tensions that began
before the US invasion have not gone away. Returning to power through a US military "peaceful
intervention" has placed Aristide in the difficult position of indebtedness to a country that he had
often criticized in the past. In addition, as many observers predicted at the time of the invasion, poor
Haitians are increasingly frustrated at the lack of economic improvement in their lives, and their
frustration is often manifested in acts of violence. Since Aristide returned to Haiti on Oct. 15, he has
consistently stressed the need for patience and reconciliation, a stance that rankles many of those
who suffered under the military regime, some of whom have begun to take the law into their own
hands.
Nevertheless, despite growing evidence that security was not improving, US officials continued
to publicly turn a blind eye to the increasing incidents of violence. On March 27 deputy national
security advisor Samuel Berger said in Washington that political violence in Haiti has "largely
disappeared and crime has been reduced." In a routine report to Congress on March 22, President
Clinton said Haiti "has remained calm and relatively incident-free. The level of political violence
has decreased substantially since the departure of the de facto government." In early March, deputy
secretary of state Strobe Talbott visited Haiti and spoke of the "extraordinary transformation" that
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was taking place in the country, and he praised Aristide's leadership. However, upon his return
to Washington, Talbott told the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that, although "a secure and
stable environment" had been achieved that would permit handing over operations to the UN,
security remained the major concern. The inability to control mounting violence troubles many
observers, who say the US restored Aristide to power but is pulling out before adequate security
exists to allow democracy to flourish.
The March 28 killing of Mireille Durocher Bertin, an opposition lawyer with close ties to ousted
military leader Gen. Raoul Cedras, is the latest incident to shake people's confidence. In fact,
indications are growing that members of Aristide's administration may have been involved in the
lawyer's murder. Durocher Bertin and her client were gunned down in broad daylight in downtown
Port-au-Prince. Reports soon after the killing implicated Interior Minister Mondesir Beaubrun in the
assassination. Beaubrun has denied any involvement. Aristide, as well, denied that anyone in his
cabinet was involved and said the administration would do everything in its power to find the killer.
The assassination was not without warning. An alleged plot to kill 100 people, including Durocher
Bertin, was uncovered by US military personnel on March 19, and five suspects were arrested. One
suspect said he had been hired by Beaubrun. At that time, Gen. Fisher and US Embassy officials
turned the information over to the Aristide government.
According to Justice Minister Jean Joseph Exume, after the US gave him the information, he
warned Durocher Bertin that her name had appeared on the hit list and offered her protection,
which she refused. However, Durocher Bertin's husband insisted his wife was not notified of the
alleged assassination plot. Durocher Bertin had formed an opposition political party, the National
Integration Movement, a week before her death. Immediately after the killing, Aristide asked for
and received US assistance to solve the crime. Both FBI and US military personnel were sent to
assist in the investigation, and several people have been detained. US officials in Port-au-Prince
said on April 4 that the FBI investigation has uncovered possible links between the murder and
Beaubrun. According to Embassy sources, the US has urged Aristide to distance himself from his
interior minister until the investigation is concluded. "We want Aristide to take whatever measures
are necessary to protect the integrity of his government," said one official. Signs indicated that
Washington was becoming irritated at Aristide's decision to stand behind Beaubrun until there was
conclusive evidence of his involvement. "We want to see it go right," said one US official in Port-au-
Prince. "But Aristide is his own man...We obviously have influence on him, but we don't control him
completely."
While Aristide continues to back Beaubrun, government officials have made their own accusations.
An unidentified Aristide administration official alleged during a radio broadcast that the murders
were carried out on the orders of Franck Romain, a Duvalier loyalist who went into exile in the
Dominican Republic in February. Although Durocher Bertin's death captured international
attention, it was not the only recent political killing. In early March a pro-Aristide candidate
for Parliament was shot to death and the following day a member of a peasant organization
was also killed. Some critics have blamed Aristide for fueling the increased violence. On Feb.
7, Aristide urged citizens to form vigilance committees to help control crime and "protect the
fragile democracy." After several vigilante killings took place, Aristide's opponents accused the
president of inciting mobs to take the law into their own hands. Aristide has frequently expressed
his frustration at the reluctance of US troops to disarm citizens, especially the former military and
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paramilitary groups that they supported. However, both US forces and the UN have insisted that
their mandate does not include policing the civilian population. This position was reaffirmed by
Boutros Ghali during his visit to Haiti. "We are willing to help the Haitians train their new police
force," said Boutros Ghali. "But we do not have a mandate that authorizes us to begin a police or
disarmament operation."
In the meantime, only an interim police force is responsible for controlling criminal activity. In
addition, many observers describe the interim force as ill-trained and mostly unarmed, and many
are former members of the hated Haitian military who are distrusted by the people. However, a
recent report from the US-based Human Rights Watch-Americas and the National Coalition for
Haitian Refugees accuses the US of deliberately choosing ex-military for the interim force. It says
"the US government plan reflected an apparent US desire to preserve whatever could be salvaged
of the army, an institution with which the US has had longstanding contacts and influence, and
one seen as a check on President Aristide." The US Embassy denied the allegation. In addition, the
report says the record of the interim police is already problematic. Violent crimes have increased
since they began operating, and 21 interim police agents have been arrested for crimes such as
corruption, extortion, assault, and murder. Control of the escalating violence takes on more urgency
as the June 4 legislative elections near. Successful elections will be the most important test to date
for the Aristide administration, and will also determine how much he will be able to accomplish
during his remaining months in office. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 03/30/95; Deutsche Press
Agentur, 03/22/95, 03/27/95, 03/30/95; Notimex, 03/23/95, 03/31/95; Reuter, 03/14/95, 03/21/95,
03/28/95, 03/31/95, 04/04/95; New York Times, 03/30/95, 04/04/95; Agence France-Presse, 03/06/95,
03/09/95, 03/23/95, 03/26/95, 03/28/95, 03/30/95, 04/01/95, 04/03/95, 04/04/95, 04/05/95; Associated
Press, 03/23/95, 03/29/95, 03/31/95, 04/04/95, 04/06/95)
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